




RAFI NIGHT
Celebrating the Voice of the Millennium

101st Birth Anniversary Commemoration 
of Mohammed Rafi & Memorial Night 

for Thrissur Rafi (P K Jose)

“If anyone has the voice of God, it is Mohammed 
Rafi.” –  Manmohan Desai

On this auspicious 101st birth anniversary, we 
gather to honour a man whose voice became 
the heartbeat of Indian cinema. From the soul-
stirring depths of ‘O Duniya Ke Rakhwale’ to 
the vibrant energy of ‘Yahoo!’, Rafi Sahab’s 
versatility remains unparalleled in the history 
of music. Tonight, we traverse the golden era 
of melodies as we pay tribute to the legend 
whose songs - numbering in the thousands - 
continue to inspire generations. 

Honouring Thrissur Rafi: P.K. Jose

On this special night, we remember P.K. Jose, 
the man who brought the magic of Rafi to 
the heart of Thrissur. Known as Thrissur Rafi, 
Jose’s life was a testament to his devotion 
to the legend. Just as Rafi was known for his 
humility, Jose is remembered for his dedication 
to his craft, ensuring that the “Golden Voice” 
resonated in every corner of our community

EVENT ESSENTIALS
•  	Date:

	 28 February, 2026

•  	Venue:

	 Regional theatre, Thrissur

• 	 Time: 5:00 pm

• 	 Presented by:

	 RAJA – RAFI JOSE
	 ASSOCIATION

	 Featuring Distinguished 
Artists

• 	 Ganga Sitharasu:

	 A renowned playback 
singer with over 30 years of 
excellence.

• 	 Sudeep Sangameswarar:

	 A celebrated performer and 
lead musician dedicated 
to preserving the soulful 
legacy of Indian classics.





Biography – Mohammed Rafi
 (The Golden Voice)

ABOUT

Mohammed Rafi was an Indian playback 
singer in Bollywood. He sang a wide 
variety of songs including patriotic 
songs, ghazals, bhajans and romantic 
melodies. Though Rafi sang most of his 
songs in Hindi, but the other languages in 
which he tried his hands were Assamese, 
Konkani, Bhojpuri, Odia, Punjabi, Bengali, 
Marathi, Sindhi, Kannada, Gujarati, 
Telugu, Magahi, Maithili and Urdu, and 
even English, Farsi, Arabic, Sinhalese, 
Creole and Dutch.

CAREER

Rafi’s first song was in Punjabi for the 
film ‘Gul Baloch’. In 1945, he made his 
Hindi film debut with Gaon ki Gori.

Music composer Naushad gave him a 
Bollywood break in ‘Pehle Aap’. Naushad 
also gave Rafi a chance to sing in a chorus 
of the song sung by the legendary K.L 
Saigal- ‘Mere Sapnon Ki Rani’ of the film 
‘Shahjahan’ (1946). Rafi achieved early 
success with ‘Tera Khilona Toota Balak’ 
in the film ‘Anmol Ghadi’.

He became the playback singer of choice 
for other composers like O.P Nayyar, 
Shankar Jaikishan and Sachin Dev 
Burman. Rafi and S.D. Burman produced 
soulful songs for Guru Dutt’s films like 
‘Pyaasa’ and ‘Kaagaz Ka Phool’.

PERSONAL LIFE

Mohammed Rafi was 
born in the Indian 

state of Punjab on 24 
December 1924 in an orthodox 
Muslim family. Rafi married 
twice and has four sons and 
three daughters from both of 
the marriages.

He was a great singer from the 
age of 11 years only.

His music teachers were ustad 
Abdul Wahid Khan, Pandit 
Jiwan Lal Mattoo and Firoze 
Nizami .
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O.P Nayyar employed Rafi for a majority 
of his songs in the 1950’s and 1960’s. Rafi 
performed mainly in live music shows in 
the 1970’s. The live shows were huge hits.

Some of his famous songs are “Yeh Duniya 
Yeh Mehfil” from Heer Ranjha, “Tum Mujhe 
Yun Bhula Na Paoge” from Pagla Kahin Ka, 
“Kaan Mein Jhumka” from Sawan Bhadon; 
“Itna to Yaad Hain Mujhe” from Mehboob 
Ki Mehndi, “Chalo Dildar Chalo” from 
Pakeezah, etc.

AWARDS

• 	 He won National Film Awards in 1977.

• 	 He won Filmfare Awards in 1960, 1961, 
1964, 1966,1968 and 1977.

•	 He won Bengal Film Journalists’ 
Association Awards in 1957,1966,1967.

• 	 He won Sur Sringar Award in 1964.

HONOURS

• 	 He received a silver medal from the 
Indian Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, 
on the first anniversary of the Indian 
Independence Day in 1948.

• 	 He was honoured with the Padma Shri 
by the Government of India in 1967.

• Hero Honda and Stardust magazine 
honoured him with the “Best Singer of 
the Millennium” in 2001.

• 	 Rafi won the CNN-IBN poll for the 
Greatest Voice in Hindi Cinema in 2013.

2026
RAFI NIGHT
HIGHLIGHTS

•	 Live Orchestra and performances – a full musical setup with 
top notch accompaniments, sound system and lighting

•	 Rafi Tribute Segments – Iconic songs recreated by talented 
singers

•	 Branding Opportunities – Premium exposure for sponsors 
across multiple touchpoints

•	 Media Coverage – Extensive local and social media 
coverage before and after the event

•	 Interactive segments – Fun audience participation 
moments and dedications







തലമുറകളുെട  
ചിരിയുെട  1925 മുതൽ



Honouring THRISSUR RAFI: P.K. JOSE

On this special night, we remember P.K. Jose, 
the man who   brought    the   magic    of    Rafi  

to the heart of  Thrissur.    Known   as   Thrissur  Rafi, 
Jose’s  life  was  a  testament to his devotion to the 
legend. As a performing artist in many prestigious 
music troupes including Kalabhavan, Kalasadan, 
Voice of Trichur and many other prominent music 
groups throughout Kerala, he was celebrated for 
his soulful renditions and his contribution to the music 
scene in Kerala.  Just as Rafi was known for his humility, 
Jose is remembered for his dedication to his craft, 
ensuring that the "Golden Voice" resonated in every 
corner of our community.

P. K. Jose, widely known as Thrissur Rafi, was a 
celebrated singer from Kerala renowned for his mastery 
of Mohammed Rafi’s classics and his contributions to the 
Cochin music scene.



The Performing Artists
• GANGA • SUDEEP SANGAMESWARAN

South Indian playback singer with 
30+ years of experience and 

800+ songs in 6 languages. 

Started as a backing vocalist for A. 
R. Rahman in the 90s, working on 
films from Pudhiya Mannargal to 
Lagaan

•	 First lead song in Malayalam 
(Pakshe, 1994), first Tamil solo 
(Ponmanam, 1997).

•	 Worked extensively with A. 
R. Rahman, M. M. Keeravani, 
Ilayaraja, Deva and Vidyasagar.

 Notable Songs: "Mambalam" 
(Pokkiri), songs from Samuthiram 
and Devathaiyai Kanden.

•	 Awards: Two-time recipient of 
the Tamilnadu Cinema Kalai 
Manram award for best female 
singer (2002, 2005).

•	 Languages: Sang in Tamil, 
Malayalam, Telugu, Kannada, and 
Hindi.

Sudeep Sangameswaran is an Indian vocalist 
known for his refined retro-style singing and 

evocative live performances of classic Hindi film 
melodies. With several years of experience as 
a live performer, he has earned recognition for 
his faithful yet expressive interpretations of 
golden-era and early modern Hindi songs.

He is the founder of Professionals for Charity 
Band Aarohi, a music collective dedicated to the 
performance of Indian retro music, primarily 
in and around Chennai. Through this initiative, 
he combines musical excellence with a commit-
ment to charitable and cultural causes, present-
ing carefully curated concerts that celebrate 
timeless melodies.

Born into a family steeped in music, Sudeep’s 
mother, Karimpuzha Radha, was a playback 
singer for Malayalam films and an AIR artiste. 
This rich musical environment, filled with influ-
ences of Carnatic, Hindustani, and Indian film 
music, shaped Sudeep’s early years. Though 
he resisted formal training, his innate love for 
melodies and his natural ability to connect emo-
tionally with music began to shine through.
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BEHIND THE SCENES – OFFICE BEARERS

• Davis
   Kannampuzha

• Ajith Kumar Raja• Paul M D

• Achilus K S • Shirley Davis • Suvratha
   Kumar

• Balasubramaniam • Edwin Samuel • P M M Shareef

• K Vijayaraghavan • Ajith Kumar






